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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS RE US-CZECHOSLOVAK 
CLAIMS AGREEMENT 

REF: A) PRAGUE 151; B) VIENNA 0425 (NOTAL) 

1. IN SGINED ARTICLE (VACLAV DOLEZAL) CALLING ATTENTION TO 
WESTERN EUROPEAN AND AP REPORTS BASED ON CTK RELEASE 
THAT CZECHOSLOVAKIA HAD RENOUNCED US-CSSR CLAIMS AGREE- 
MENTS, RUDE PRAVO JAN 23 PUT BLAME FOR INABILITY TO SIGN 
AGREEMENT ON PROVISIONS OF 1974 TRADE BILL WHICH FORCED 
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INITIALED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE USA AND CSSR." DOLEZAL 
CRITICIZED WESTERN NEWS SERVICES FOR TRYING TO SHIFT 
BLAME ONTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA WHEN IN FACT THE TRADE BILL NOT 
ONLY DISCRIMINATED AGAINST SOCIALIST COUNTRIES IN GENERAL 
BUT CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN PARTICULAR. ONE HAD TO VIEW THIS 
DISCRIMINATION, HE ADDED, NOT AS AN ISOLATED CHANCE 
HAPPENING BUT AS A DELIBERATE ACT OF "AMERICAN 
REACTIONARY CIRCLES IN CONGRESS AGAINST SOCIALIST COUNTRIES." 

2. OBSERVING THAT THE TRADE BILL PROVISIONS AS THEY APPLIED 
TO SOCIALIST COUNTRIES WORKED TO THE DISADVANTAGE OF THE 
UNITED STATES- AND THAT PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY 
KISSINGER HAD SAID AS MUCH IN RECENT DAYS-DOLEZAL SAID 
THAT THE FORD ADMINISTRATION WOULD PROPOSE TO CONGRESS 
A NEW TRADE BILL WITHOUT THE OFFENSIVE PROVISIONS. 

HE CONCLUDED THAT IT WOULD BE NAIVE TO SHIFT THE 
BLAME FOR THE "WRECKING" OF THE CLAIMS AGREEMENT FROM THE 
UNITED STATES ONTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA WHEN CLEARLY THE RESPONSIBLILITY 
LAY WITH THE US, IN 1974 JUST AS IN 1964. 

3. COMMENT: UNDERSTANDABLY, THE CZECHS COULD NOT REMAIN 
SILENT AS WESTERN NEWS REPORTS PUT THEM IN THE UNDESERVED 
ROLE OF CLAIMS AGREEMENT BAD GUY: THUS THIS AUTHORITATIVE 
WORD, WITH A FEW JABS, THAT THEY INDEED HAVE NOT RENOUNCED 
THE CLAIMS AGREEMENT. ALTHOUGH DOLEZAL IGNORED THE 
WORDING OF THE CTK ENGLISH LANGUAGE RELEASEfPRAGUE 15 IM- 
POSSIBLY HE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT- WE NOTE THAT IN 

SETTING STRAIGHT THIS EMBARRASING MATTER 

AND IN HIS REFERENCES TO THE TRADE BILL AND CLAIMS 

AGREEMENT, HE REMAINED WITHIN FAMILIAR BOUNDS OF CRITICISM, 

WITHOUT ANY INFERENCE THAT THE USG HAD BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE ERRONEOUS REPORTS. 
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